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From the Executive Director A Day in the Life of a.....
When One Door Closes... Truck Driver
Lib Jamison Jan Hogan

| was recently at Two Bridges Jail where | had to pass through
some sally ports. If you do not know how sally ports work, you
enter through one door, and once that door is closed, then the
next door opens, but sometimes you spend quite a bit of time in
the sally port.

| thought that the sally port was a pretty good metaphor for the
way life is sometimes. | know you have heard the old adage that
when one door closes, another opens. | believe that is true, but
sometimes you are stuck in the hallway waiting for the next door
to open.

While you are standing in life’s sally port, consider trying some-
thing new. Take classes, learn to knit, go up in a hot air balloon;
do something special for yourself. What- g

ever you choose, make sure it expands
your horizons. Don't just wait by the door
expecting something magical to happen.

| have always said, find your passion and
then find the way to make it pay. While
waiting for a door to open, seek out the
occupation that is your passion. You will
be happier if you find your passion, and if
you are happier, you will project a health-
ier image to perspective employers. |
would much rather hire someone who is
positive and upbeat than a person who is
downtrodden and pessimistic.

Another adage this reminds me of, is
when life gives you lemons; make lemon-
ade. | have learned from personal experi- §
ence that change is good. The process of
change may stink, but the change itself
can be very positive. | lost a bullet-proof
job as a teacher, but after some months of
being in the sally port of life, | got the job of
my dreams.

The next time you find yourself waiting for
a door to open, stop, breathe, grieve if you
need to, then dust yourself off and find the
job that you really want to do.

People becowme really quite remarkable when they
start thinking that they can do things. when they
believe in thewmselves they have the first secret of
SUCLCESS.

“Norman Vincent Peale
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| have worked as a truck driver for o
the past six years driving a number | §8=
of different types of dump trucks. | F
have driven a 7 yard truck which is
similar to a large pick-up, a tradi-
tional dump truck which is what
most would think of as a dump
truck, and a tri-axle dump truck. A
tri-axle has two axles in the back and one in the front. The
third axle is dropped for more support when you are carrying
a load of material.

My day begins at 4:00AM. The first few years | drove an hour
each way to work. | have since

i moved and | am now five miles from

my office. We normally work between

55 and 62 hours during our busy time

which is in the summer.

When we get to work, we wait to re-
ceive our work slips from the truck
foreman. The work slips tell us what
job site we are going to and what we
will be bringing. We then set out to
the yard to pre-trip our trucks. Where |
worked, the mechanics were responsi-
ble for the overall maintenance of the
trucks. We had to grease the pins in
our truck bodies and tailgates. We
were responsible for keeping an eye
on other major components of the
4 truck. Once we headed out, depend-
ing what was on our truck cards, we
would go directly to a site, or go to one of our pits to get ma-
terial needed for the job we were on.

The ten-wheelers are the trucks which work on site mostly.
That entails being loaded with excavation material which we
stored on site for later use. Site work is a lot of back and forth
driving and you will find you are going in reverse as much as
forward, and not seeing much of a paved road. It can get very
muddy, bumpy, and dusty.

Other jobs required the tri-axles to deliver material, dump it
and go get another load. They would drive back and forth
from the pit to the site all day. Usually in the beginning of any
job, when we are excavating the top soil and/or the junky ma-
terial that we do not need or use is driven off site and
dumped at arranged locations. We have to keep track of all
the loads we move during the day. We are responsible for
knowing where the loads went to and where they came from.

Our day normally ends between 4:30 — 5:00 pm. We take the
trucks back to the yard. We check the truck to see if anything
needs attention and write what needs to be fixed; from major
things like clutches to such minor things as mud flaps. We
would give those slips to the mechanics to address.







